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PROFILE  

 
Melanie HO is the Deputy Head of the Specialist & Private Client Disputes Practice and a 

Partner in the International Arbitration Practice.  

 

Her areas of practice include medical law, defamation law, employment and commercial 

contracts and management corporation disputes. Her criminal litigation practice covers 

global corporate investigations, white collar, and technology offences. 

 

Her clients are public-listed and multinational companies and organisations, including 

major players in the healthcare and pharmaceutical industries, individual plaintiffs and 

defendants, as well as statutory boards. 

 

Melanie is the first Singaporean lawyer invited to be appointed on the Appeals Board of 

the Dubai Healthcare City ("DHCC"), the final appellate authority within DHCC which 

hears cases on medical and professional misconduct of healthcare professionals. Prior to 

the appointment, Melanie was involved in the review of the regulations in DHCC, which 

included Healthcare Operators, Healthcare Professionals and Research Regulations. She 

provides advisory support to the Singapore Medical Council and the Singapore Dental 

Council in addition to representing them at disciplinary inquiries. For instance, Melanie 

advised SMC on amendments to the Ethical Code and Ethical Guidelines, which includes 

amendments to the provision governing the issue of informed consent. 

 

As part of her pro bono contribution, Melanie has for the last 15 years, sat as the legal 

adviser to the Adult Protection Team, which was formed by the Ministry of Social and 

Family Development to provide assistance to vulnerable adults. She also contributes her 

time and legal expertise to the Girl Guides Singapore. 
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Relevant Experience: 

 

Matters of significance in which Melanie has been involved in include acting for the 

following: 

 

• An oil and gas company in a transboundary dispute involving concurrent court 

proceedings in Singapore and arbitration in the UK. This was a contractual 

dispute involving an oil cargo with a market value of over US$30 million. The 

other party claimed a sum of over US$1.5 million in respect of the cargo. 

 

• The Singapore Medical Council ("SMC") in disciplinary proceedings against a 

well-known Singaporean oncologist for medical negligence; the SMC in the 

prosecution of a prominent surgeon in Singapore, both at the High Court and on 

appeal to the Court of Three Judges. The Ministry of Health had referred a 

complaint of overcharging and false representation to the SMC for the services 

the surgeon and other doctors provided to a patient. The surgeon was 

suspended from practice for three years, fined S$10,000 and was censured. 

 

• A Central Narcotics Bureau senior officer on all corruption charges brought 

against him for allegedly accepting sexual favours in exchange for furthering the 

business interests of two IT companies. A full acquittal on all charges was 

obtained. 

 

• Singapore Land Authority in its internal investigations and legal proceedings 

against 18 defendants in possibly the largest public sector fraud case in 

Singapore's history since 1995, with the claim amounting to over S$12.18 million. 

 

 

Related Practices 

 

• Health Sciences & Biotechnology 

 

• International Arbitration 

 

• Professional Services 

 

• Specialist & Private Client Disputes 

 

• White Collar & Enforcement 

 

 

Publications & Legal Updates: 

 

• The Life Sciences Law Review, 8th Edition - Singapore Chapter 

 

• The Life Sciences Law Review, 7th Edition - Singapore Chapter 

 

• Chambers Global Practice Guide 2019 - Anti-Corruption Singapore  
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• The Life Sciences Law Review, 6th Edition - Singapore Chapter 

 

• Chambers Global Practice Guides 2018 - Anti-Corruption Singapore 

 

• The Life Sciences Law Review, 5th Edition - Singapore Chapter 

 

 

Awards & Accolades: 

 

Melanie is lauded as one of the key players for investigations work by the Global 

Investigations Review 100, a guide to the world's top 100 leading firms for corporate 

investigations. She is a recommended lawyer for Dispute Resolution in The Legal 500: 

Asia Pacific – The Client's Guide to the Asia Pacific Legal Profession 2015; a highly 

regarded legal practitioner in the area of life sciences, having been selected by her peers 

in Best Lawyers 2017 and 2018 for her work in Litigation and Medical Malpractice 

Litigation. She is also recognised as a leading lawyer in Who's Who Legal The 

International Who's Who of Life Sciences Lawyers 2017 for Product Liability.
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Relevant Experience: 

 

Matters of significance in which Melanie has been involved in include acting for the 

following: 

 

PROFESSIONAL AND MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 

 

• Acted for a patient in a medical negligence and medical products defect liability claim 

against a public hospital and a global manufacturer of electrical products; 

 

• Acted for the Plaintiff, a minor, against Dr Martin Huang and the clinic for breach of 

their professional duties, inter alia, for taking inappropriate photographs of the minor 

without proper consent. The matter was successfully resolved with payment of a 

substantial settlement sum to the Plaintiff by Dr Huang and the clinic; and 

 

• Acted for numerous patients against their doctors who have been negligent in the 

treatment and care. Successfully negotiated fair settlement sums, thereby avoiding 

the expense of trial and publicity. 

 
 

REGULATORY ENFORCEMENT 

 

• Successfully represented the SMC in the disciplinary proceedings against Dr Teh Tze 

Chen Kevin ("Dr Teh"), a registered medical practitioner, where Dr Teh was convicted 

of four charges of professional misconduct in relation to the prescribing medication 

the patient was allergic to and tampering with medical records; 

 

• Acted for the SMC in disciplinary proceedings against a well-known Singaporean 

oncologist for medical negligence; 

 

• Acted for the SMC in the prosecution of a prominent surgeon in Singapore, both at 

the High Court and on appeal to the Court of Three Judges. The Ministry of Health 

had referred a complaint of overcharging and false representation to the SMC for the 

services the surgeon and other doctors provided to a patient. The surgeon was 

suspended her from practice for three years, fined S$10,000 and was censured; 

 

• Successfully represented the SMC before the Court of Three Judges in an appeal by 

a medical practitioner against a conviction for using methods which are not generally 

accepted in the medical treatment on a patient. The Court of Three Judges upheld 

the conviction and sentence and the doctor was asked to pay the full costs of the 

appeal to the SMC; 

 

• Acted for the SMC in respect of charges brought by it against Dr Low Cze Hong in 

respect of inappropriately carrying out invasive surgery on a patient suffering from 

glaucoma. The Court of Three Judges in this case set out the general principles 

relating to the acts of or breaches committed by medical practitioners which fall within 

the ambit of professional misconduct [Low Cze Hong v Singapore Medical Council 

[2008] 3 SLR(R) 612]; 
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• Successfully acting for the SMC in a judicial review application filed by Dr Susan Lim, 

a prominent surgeon in Singapore, to quash the SMC's decision to empanel a second 

disciplinary committee after the disciplinary committee had recused itself. The judicial 

review proceedings arose from disciplinary proceedings against Dr Lim, in which 94 

charges of professional misconduct have been brought against Dr Lim in relation to 

fees of about S$26 million she charged for services she and other doctors provided to 

a patient from the Royal Family of Brunei over a five-month period [Lim Mey Lee 

Susan v Singapore Medical Council [2012] 1 SLR 701]; 

 

• Successfully acted for the SMC in its first judicial review application where the court 

found that the practitioner's challenge regarding time was "hopeless".  The 

applications for Mandatory Order, Quashing Order,  Prohibiting Order and Order for 

Review of Detention were dismissed entirely, with costs ordered to be paid to the 

SMC [Chai Chwan v Singapore Medical Council [2009] SGHC 115]; 

 

• Successfully acted for the SMC, both at the Inquiry and in the High Court appeal, in 

disciplinary proceedings against Dr Eric Gan Keng Seng, for wilful neglect of his 

duties and gross mismanagement of the post-operative management of his patient 

[Gan Keng Seng Eric v Singapore Medical Council [2011] 1 SLR 745]; 

 

• Advised National University of Singapore in the review of their existing statutes and 

regulations in respect of the Yong Loo Lin Medical School, drafted additional 

provisions and standard operating procedures for various disciplinary processes 

involving the students; 

 

• Acted as prosecuting counsel in disciplinary proceedings for the SMC and the 

Singapore Dental Council; and 

 

• Acted as prosecuting counsel for the Energy Market Authority, in the prosecution of 

companies who have contravened the Electricity Act and other related regulations. 

 
 

PROJECTS AND PROPERTY LITIGATION 

 

• Acted for Dubai Healthcare City (DHCC) in the review of their statutory framework 

governing healthcare professionals, and to draft a seamless and comprehensive set 

of regulations to govern, regulate and maintain high standards of healthcare practices 

within DHCC. The regulations and scheme are benchmarked against world class 

systems and standards of medical practice;  

 

• Acted for a management corporation in the enforcement of its bylaws regarding 

unauthorised works and works that altered the facade. The court granted the 

injunction sought by the MC and ordered the subsidiary proprietor to reinstate the 

unauthorised works. This decision was affirmed in the High Court [Management 

Corporation Strata Title Plan No 1786 v Huang Hsiang Shui [2006] SGDC 20]; and 

 

• Acted for various management corporations in the legal issues that arise relating to 

appointment of committee members and the general running of the estate. 

http://www.lawnet.com.sg/lrweb/search.do?subaction=lrLp2ViewCaseDetail&catCd=15&ncit=%5b2009%5d%20SGHC%20115&formattedQuery=%28%26quot%3Bmelanie+ho%26quot%3B%29+%3CAND%3E+%28Priority+%3D+%26quot%3BY%26quot%3B%29+&lrPortletId=lp2cm&catDesc=Judgments
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WHITE COLLAR, BUSINESS CRIME AND FRAUD 

 

• Acted for a chairman of Singapore-based nutritional supplement company, Global 

Active Ltd. (which was drawn into an alleged bribery scandal after investigations done 

by the UK-based retailer, Littlewoods) who was charged by the Corruption Prevention 

Investigation Bureau. Melanie and her team succeeded in getting the corruption case 

dismissed by the court without the defence being called; 

 

• Acted for Ms Koh Yew Choo in an appeal against Ms Koh's conviction and sentence 

of six weeks' imprisonment for providing false information under the Prevention of 

Corruption Act. Ms Ho argued before the High Court of Singapore that a sentence of 

imprisonment was manifestly excessive due to the lower gravity of Ms Koh's offence 

and succeeded in reducing Ms Koh's sentence from six weeks' imprisonment to a fine 

of S$10,000. The successful reduction of Ms Koh's sentence for giving false 

information under the Prevention of Corruption Act was unprecedented in Singapore; 

 

• Acting for the six defendant companies in a S$15 million claim brought against them 

by the plaintiff, an ex-employee, for discretionary bonuses, share rewards and 

expenses. She successfully defended the claim and her clients were awarded costs 

of the action; 

 

• Secured an acquittal for a Central Narcotics Bureau senior officer on all corruption 

charges brought against him for allegedly accepting sexual favours in exchange for 

furthering the business interests of two IT companies;  

 

• Acted for the Singapore Land Authority in legal proceedings against 18 defendants in 

possibly the largest public sector fraud case in Singapore's history since 1995, with 

the claim amounting to over S$12.18 million; 

 

• Successfully defended an individual in the obtaining of a discharge amounting to an 

acquittal in a case involving alleged offences under the Prevention of Corruption Act; 

 

• Successfully defended a high net-worth director after allegations of conspiring to 

injure his ex-employer and breach of non-solicitation and confidentiality clauses and a 

claim of over US$20 million. The ex-employer's claim was dismissed entirely by the 

High Court and the decision was affirmed by the Court of Appeal [Walton 

International Group (Singapore) Pte. Ltd. and others v Yau Kwok Seng Winston and 

another [2011] SGHC 144]; 

 

• Represented the plaintiffs in the High Court suit involving errant lawyer, David Rasif 

who siphoned clients' monies amounting more than S$12 million in 2006. This case 

together with at least eight others sparked a tightening of Solicitors' Accounts Rules 

which govern how lawyers handle clients' money [George Raymond Zage III and 

another v Rasif David and others [2009] 2 SLR(R) 479]; 
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• Secured an acquittal for an officer of Amcol Holdings Ltd, charged for the offence of 

insider trading. This landmark case clarified that the offence of insider trading was not 

one of strict liability as the then Securities Industries Act was silent on any mental 

intent or mens rea requirement; 

 

• Acted for multinational companies on shareholders' disputes, commercial fraud and 

the breach of fiduciary duties of directors and employees, including obtaining Freeze 

Orders and Search Orders against errant employees; 

 

• Represented public listed and multinational companies and organisations in liaison 

with the Attorney-General's Chambers leading to the successful prosecution and 

conviction of errant employees;  

 

• Instructed by multinational companies to conduct legal audits on internal 

documentation and processes in instances of possible breaches of civil and/or 

criminal law; 

 

• Advised various multinational pharmaceutical companies on commercial matters as 

well as potentially litigious matters; 

 

• Acted for and advised directors and companies on professional liability issues 

including professional indemnity claims; and 

 

• Acted for directors of listed and private companies to defend allegations of insider 

trading, breaches of the Securities and Futures Act, Financial Advisors Act, 

Companies Act and charges of corruption, criminal breach of trust and cheating. 

 

 

FAMILY AND MATRIMONIAL FINANCE 

 

• Acted for the ex-wife and successfully argued that 100% of the matrimonial property 

should belong to the wife and that the husband was not entitled to any part of it; and  

 

• Acted for numerous high-net worth clients in their divorces to achieve an amicable 

and fair outcome for both so that publicity and media glare is avoided. 

 
 

DEFAMATION AND REPUTATION MANAGEMENT 

 

• Acted for a businessman who had his social network account hacked into and 

defamatory statements about his character placed on his account which was 

accessible to his friends and associates.  We took immediate measures to have the 

pages torn down with assistance from the service provider and successfully obtained 

an apology and undertaking from the perpetrator not to repeat such action; 
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• Successfully defended the Singapore Press Holdings Ltd ("SPH") in a defamation 

action by a law firm and the matter was struck out at the interlocutory stage, thereby 

saving SPH the time and expense of trial.  The Assistant Registrar's decision was 

affirmed on appeal. The court found that the Article must be examined as a whole 

and in the context in which the words were used, applying the "antidote and bane" 

principle. The article must be read in its entirety and read with the perspective of a 

reasonable reader [De Souza Tay & Goh (suing as a firm) v Singapore Press 

Holdings Ltd and another suit [2001] 2 SLR(R) 201, [2001] 3 SLR 380]; and 

 

• Acted for an employee of Cisco Security Technology Pte. Ltd. in the assessment of 

damages for sending a defamatory email to various personnel within Cisco in relation 

to TJ Systems and five employees.  Successfully argued that the damages should 

not be substantial and the total amount of damages awarded for the 6 Plaintiffs was 

S$125,000, well below the High Court limit of S$250,000. 

 
 

OTHERS 

 

• Acting for foreign high net worth individuals in applying for the disclosure of 

documents relating to a judicial review application against the Comptroller of Income 

Tax where issues of the discovery regime under the Rules of Court and the 

Exchange of Information regime under the Income Tax Act were decided in our 

favour; 

 

• Acting for a Singapore-incorporated company in a commercial oil trading dispute with 

a Swiss company, which involved both an ongoing ad-hoc arbitration situated in 

London, England as well as the defence of Mareva injunction proceedings brought by 

the Swiss company in the High Court of Singapore. The application for an injunction 

was dismissed in full by the Singapore High Court, which ruled that the applicant did 

not even meet the threshold requirement of having at least a good arguable case; 

 

• Acting for a healthcare institution to obtain an urgent injunction against an employee 

who was serving his notice period for the delivery up and restraint of use of 

confidential and proprietary documents and information; 

 

• Acting for policy-holder in a high-profile appeal against international insurer AIA for 

claims involving at least S$1.2 million; 

 

• Acting for Cordlife Group, a major player in Singapore's cord blood banking services 

industry, in an amicable settlement with Cryoviva Singapore Pte. Ltd. in relation to 

Cryoviva's passing off and infringement of Cordlife's registered trademarks and 

copyrights. The Cryoviva website was taken down, a public apology in the national 

newspapers, as well as costs and damages ordered to be paid to Cordlife; 

 

• Successfully secured an acquittal for a businessman charged with having commercial 

sex with a minor in relation to an online vice ring case that has seen eight men jailed 

for up to 12 weeks; 
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• Acted for the former principal of Pei Chun Public School for offences of having 

commercial sex with a minor, who was the first to plead guilty and successfully 

obtained two months' custodial sentence; and 

 

• Advised National University of Singapore ("University") in general advisory work in 

relation to employment issues arising from the faculty members and staff, copyright 

issues arising from performances held by University students and faculty members 

and other advice relating to donations and trust funds held by the University. 

 

 

Related Practices 
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• International Arbitration 

 

• Professional Services 
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Asia Pacific – The Client's Guide to the Asia Pacific Legal Profession 2015; a highly 

regarded legal practitioner in the area of life sciences, having been selected by her peers 

in Best Lawyers 2017 and 2018 for her work in Litigation and Medical Malpractice 

Litigation. She is also recognised as a leading lawyer in Who's Who Legal The 

International Who's Who of Life Sciences Lawyers 2017 for Product Liability. 


